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On th e Cover: Th is biofi lm sample of the bacterium Myxococcus xanthus
was produced in the laboratory of biology professor Roy Welch by doctoral student Rion G. Taylor. When starved, the cell s of an M. xanthus
biofilm coordinate their movement, creating visible dynamic pattern s

that form multicellular structures called fr uiting bodies. Welch and his
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"We look at th e dance to impart th e sensation of living
in an affirm ation of life, to energize the spect ator into
keener aw areness of t he vigor, the myste ry, the humor,
th e vari ety, and the w onde r of life. This is th e fun cti on
of the Am erica n dance."
-

M artha Graham, "The A merican Dance"
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